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2014 SDAHO/SDONE Annual Meeting 
Convention Highlights 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the President 

 Kila LeGrand, RN 

 

 

 

 

W I N T E R  2 0 2 0  

To provide leadership for the profession of nursing across diverse settings. 

SDONL Board 
 

President: 
Kila LeGrand, Aberdeen 
President Elect: 
 
Past President: 
Suzanne Campbell, 
Spearfish 
 
Secretary:  
Brittany Barron, Delmont  
 
Treasurer:  
Sarah Blenner, Rapid City 
 
Public Relations: 
Tammy Hillestad, Brookings 
 
Program:  
Lori Popkes, Sioux Falls 
Marcia Taylor, Rapid City 
 
Bylaws:  

Marie Rogers, Sioux Falls 

 
Aging Services  
Committee:  
Amy Thiesse, Vermillion 
 
Council on Acute Care: 
Deb Colson, Rapid City 
 
Public Policy:  
Deb Fischer-Clemens, 
Sioux Falls 
 
 
Website Manager: 
Marie Rogers, Sioux Falls 
 
District I Chair:  
Jo Brackett, Lead-
Deadwood 
 
District II Chair:  
Heidi Myhre, Aberdeen 
 
District III Chair:  
Sheri Fischer, Sioux Falls 
 
District IV Chair:  
Melonnie Gregerson Mitchell 

  

Greetings Nurse Leader Colleagues, 

I hope that each of you had a Happy Thanksgiving and are finding some time to enjoy the holiday 

season.  This holiday season is unlike any other, to end a year unlike most others. Throughout this 

season, and as we move into a new year, I wish you moments of peace amid the difficulties, 

connections with family and friends even if they can’t be in person, the warmth of memories from 

holidays past, and wonderful glimpses of the joy. 

 

During this holiday season I am extremely grateful for a supportive community such as SDONL.  We 

have all found ourselves leaning on our colleagues and healthcare partners for support throughout this 

year.  We have found ourselves working together to care for our communities in innovative and 

creative ways. 

 

In closing, I am extremely proud of each one of you for your commitment and perseverance during 

these challenging times.  Your commitment is proof that we are stronger together.  Thank you for all 

you do! 

 

 

Kila LeGrand 

Director of Nursing and Clinical Services 

Sanford Aberdeen Medical Center 

2905 3rd Ave SE 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 
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Always remember Jesus is the reason for the season. 

 

As I saw these words on an ornament, I was thinking what a great reminder. Living/working in health care, this is 

an important reminder for today.  
 

I hope you have all seen at least a quick snap of the 30 foot Christmas tree representing the South Dakota tree in 

honor of the nurses at the Capital.  

 

The tree is decorated with Nightingale lamps, masked teddy bear nurses, lots of bows and ball. Most important, 

the large ornaments with branded masks attached are a subtle reminder to all who see the tree that masks are 

valuable to nurses. 
 

Thanks to you all for giving and support to this important effort. And if you haven’t seen the tree honoring all of 

you, there are some photos available on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347592305469 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347585638803 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347552305473 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347468972148 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347388972156 

 

Now to Advocacy 
 

Governor Noem’s budget address on December 8, 2020, had good financial news for hospitals and nursing 

homes. First, a 2.4% increase for medical reimbursement across the board. Second, expanding the Access Critical 

Facility Program ($1 million) will increase rates at nursing facilities in Platte, Sisseton, and Madison.  

 

As you may also be aware, the Governor and her team are working to get the $1.2 billion of state COVID funds 

expended by December 31. The last report did show a potential expenditure to health care of $75 million. 

 

Regarding potential legislation this year, potential being the keyword: 

1. Work to define some concerns for health care regarding policies on medical marijuana 

2. Medical record fees clarification 

3. PA changes to statute 

4. Several items related to insurance 

5. And, as always, budget will be very important 
 

Certainly, concerns are being voiced about safety in the Capital with the pandemic and lack of space to assure 

appropriate social distancing. 

As always, do not hesitate to call if you have questions at (605) 322-4668. 

HEALTH CARE POLICY UPDATE 
 

Submitted by: Deb Fischer-Clemens, BSN, MHA, SDONE Public Policy 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347592305469
https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347585638803
https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347552305473
https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347468972148
https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasattheCapitol/photos/1645347388972156
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2020 

In an impressive 18 year running streak, Americans have rated nurses as the #1 most 

ethical and honest profession, according to the most recent Gallup poll.  

The 2019 poll revealed that 85% of Americans rated nurses’ honesty and ethical 

standards as “high” or “very high,” coming in even higher than last year’s numbers. The 

honor is an impressive one, as the poll included other medical professionals, including 

physicians, dentists, and pharmacists. Nursing holds a high margin as the most honest 

and ethical, with the next most honest profession, engineering, ranking at 66%.  

 By: Chaunie Brusie Nurse.org  
 

   

You are awesome and we appreciate how much you do every day, especially 
during the ongoing pandemic. Enjoy these inspirational quotes: 

“Constant attention by a good nurse may be just as important as a major operation by a 
surgeon.” 

—Dag Hammarskjold, diplomat 

“Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful 
thing.” 

—Mother Teresa 
 

“When love and skill work together, expect a masterpiece.” 
—John Ruskin, social thinker 

 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/274673/nurses-continue-rate-highest-honesty-ethics.aspx
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“Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished by people who have 
kept on trying when there seemed to be no hope at all.” 

— Dale Carnegie, American writer 
 

“I am only one; but still I am one. I cannot do everything; but still I can do something. And 
because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.” 

— E.E. Hale, American writer 

 “Nurses dispense comfort, compassion and caring without even a prescription.” 
— Val Saintsbury 

 “It is not how much we do – it is how much love we put into the doing.” 
— Mother Teresa 

“To do what nobody else will do, a way that nobody else can do, in spite of all we go 
through; 

that is to be a nurse.” 
— Rawsi Williams 

 
“Keep your face always toward the sunshine – and shadows will fall behind you.” 

— Walt Whitman 

“Where there is love there is life.” 
— Mahatma Gandhi 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 
 

Beginning January 2021, SDAHO will launch the second year of the South Dakota Nurse Leadership program 
in collaboration with the University of South Dakota (USD) and the Beacom School of Business. We 

welcome hospital and long-term care nurses across the state to register for this professional leadership 
program, which includes executive leadership training led by USD faculty, federal and state regulatory and 
advocacy training, a leadership development workshop and a completion ceremony. Virtual and in-person 

sessions will be offered.The training is designed to give nurse leaders education that can be applied 
immediately to their role. Education will be taught by USD faculty who have professional experience within 

healthcare management and understand the struggles faced by nurse leaders today. 
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SDAHO UPCOMING WEBINARS 
www.SDAHO.org 

Council Meeting: Public Policy 
Ethical Issues Amid a Pandemic 

How Covid has Impacted Teen Vaping, Cannabis and Opioid Misuse Series 
CBD and Medical Marijuana Use in Health Care 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

SDAHO CONVENTION 
September 22-24, 2021 

Sioux Falls, SD 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

District 1 District 2 

Bennett Brown 

Butte Campbell 
Custer Clark 

Fall River Codington 

Haakon Corson 
Harding Day 

Jackson Dewey 

Jackson Edmunds 
Lawrence Faulk 

Meade Grant 

Oglala-
Lakota 

Hand 

Pennington Hughes 

Perkins Hyde 
Ziebach Marshall 

 McPherson 

 Potter 
 Roberts 

 Spink 

 Stanley 
 Sully 

 Walworth 

 

District 3 District 4 

Brookings Aurora 
Clay Beadle 

Deuel Bon Homme 

Hamlin Brule 
Kingsbury Buffalo 

Lake Charles Mix 

Lincoln Davison 
McCook Douglas 

Minnehaha Hanson 

Moody Hutchinson 

Turner Jerauld 

Union Jones 

 Lyman 
 Mellette 

 Miner 

 Sanborn 
 Todd 

 Tripp 

 Yankton 
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2020 SDONL Membership Form 

 
_____New Application 

 

_____Renewal 

 

_____Cancel Membership 

 

_____Address Change 

 

 

Name_________________________________________________Date_________________________ 

 

Work Email: ____________________________________________ (SDONL communication method) 

 

( ) If no changes from last year check here. (No need to complete the rest of the application) 

 

Home Address: _________________________________________Phone: ________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________Email: _________________________ 

 

Employer: _____________________________________________Phone: _________________________ 

 

Employer Address: ______________________________________Email: __________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________ 

 

Your title: _____________________________________________ 

 

Educational Background  ___Masters ___Certification 

    ___BS/BSN ___Other 

    ___ASN  ___Diploma 

 

Are you an AONL member? ___Yes ___No 

 

Referring SDONL member? ____________________________________________ 

 

Please send completed application with $50 annual dues. If you are a new member and you are joining after June 30 th, the 

dues are $25 and will cover the remainder of the calendar year. All dues paid after the fall convention are for the next 

calendar year. 

 

Sarah Blenner, SDONE Treasurer 

Regional Health Rapid City Hospital-Nursing Professional Development 

353 Fairmont Boulevard 

Rapid City, SD 57701 


